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March 2018, General Assembly, the Sisters gathered to
review & update the Statutes, which were then presented
to the Archbishop. Fr. Howard, CJM & Sr. Janice Rushman,
RGS presided.

April 2018, 21st Anniversary of Brazos Abiertos (Open Arms),
an organization founded by Mother Antonia for the widows
& orphans of police. Captain Licona (standing in uniform)
& h i s w i f e, Lo l i t a ( s e a t e d, f a r l e f t ) , c o n t i n u e
the support which now helps over 50 widows &
countless children.

o you remember this prayer that Madre Antonia wrote?
Good Morning Prayer
Good morning, dear Lord,
Thank You for the precious gift You have given me this morning – my life – to live fully and joyfully one more day!
Please give me the grace to be kind and patient today that I may see beyond worldly appearances, so that I
may encounter Your Holy Presence in each person I meet.
Close my ears, dear Father, to all gossip. Seal my lips to all judgments and criticisms that my words will only bless
all about me and warm the coldest heart.
Let my actions be so just, my feelings be so tender, my conduct be so humble and true to Your will that throughout
this day I will be a reflection of Your heavenly mercy and love. Amen

ister Viola´s le er
Hello Everyone,
.
Greetings from Tijuana, Mexico,
.
It has been awhile since we have
communicated with you and I
apologize. We have been in a period of
transition since our beloved Foundress
Mother Antonia was called to Our
Father.
.
Yes, it has been almost five years and
we have gone through a few changes
but all has been good.
.
We continue working in the prison five
days a week and running the mission
house “Casa Campos de San Miguel”
where we receive cancer patients and
women released from prison. Our
programs in the prison, of providing
dental care, toiletries, toilet paper,
clothing, blankets, medicine, medical
care, and bail releases are still in place.
These programs, plus the spiritual
needs of the men and women were the
most important to Mother Antonia. They
were her life's work and continue being
just as important to the “Eudist Servants
th
.
of the 11 Hour.”.

.
Brazos Abiertos (caring for the widows
and children of the fallen policemen)
was also one of Mother's programs and
we continue working with Commander
Licona and Lolita to help provide
education for these children.
.
In the United States our Sisters have their
individual missions. They serve in the
prisons where possible, teach, provide
parish services and care for the poor,
sick and elderly.
.
We give thanks to God the Father, Christ
the Son and the Holy Spirit Who guide us
and provide what we need.
We ask for your prayers most of all and
your support when you are able.
God bless.
.
Love-work-pray

General leader
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Carrying on
Mother´s Mission
Daily prison visits
Catechism classes
Feeding homeless
Monthly food
baskets
Caring for cancer
patients
Provide dental care
Provide Rx
Support widows of
fallen police
Burying the dead
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Many things that happened to Mother she felt were lessons for her to learn from. One evening she was returning from the
prison in Ensenada. It was late & she was very tired. She saw a young woman in front of the prison, Berta, who had 3
children. She thought to herself, “Oh-oh there she is. She's looking for money.” Mother had $15 in her pocket.
She said, “Good evening, Berta, what do you want?” Immediately she felt the Lord saying to her, “That's a very uncharitable
question. Is that the way you give out what's not yours? That money is in your pocket by the grace of God. If that's the way
you give, you shouldn't be giving.” Mother knew He was right.
She said, “Forgive me Berta, I'm very tired from my trip. Of course I have money for you. It doesn't belong to me, it belongs
to you. Look carefully, it has your name on it.” She gave her $10 – then she felt ashamed & gave her the other $5.
As she walked away, she said to the Lord “Are You happy now? I haven't one penny to my name.” The Lord said, “Yes, I'm
happy.”

Hour

ow you can help
Continuing needs

Financial support for our new Formation Directress
is needed (see page 4 of Fr. Howard's message)
Ensure Nutritional Drink
Blankets, sheets, towels
Soap, shampoo, toothbrushes, toothpaste, flip-flops
Adult diapers, sanitary pads

The guard at the prison entrance said to Mother, there's a man over there on a motorcycle – he wants to talk to you. She
walked over & said, “Larry, what are you doing in Tijuana?” He said, “I needed a part for my motorcycle & I can get it here
easier. I wanted to see you before I went back across.”

Candy

He put something in her hand. It was $100. And the Lord said, “Are you happy now???”
The Lord never leaves us without. You can never outdo the Lord in generosity.
And don't ask questions of the poor that will humiliate them. Ask, 'what do YOU need?'

White socks, boxer shorts, bras, panties

Tennies – white, Velcro or slip-ons, no shoelaces

** Mostly we need money in the door to keep
Madre Antonia´s mission alive.

here does the money go every month?
List of costs:

Casa Campos de San Miguel Mission House

Monthly aid to families in need

(Mission expense and paid help)

$1200.00

uotes from Madre´s Corner
“There are 3 ways to get to heaven, . . . be kind, . . . be kind, . . . & be kind.”
“My greatest joy is believing that I'm doing God's will.”

$1650.00
Convent expenses (utilities, taxes, repairs)
Dental services for the prison & the poor

$600.00

“I've never had to work at loving others.”

$2,000.00

“Sacrifice is the language of love.”
Food baskets & sandwiches given out
$1100.00

“People can resist almost anything, even torture, but no BODY can resist love!”

Prison expenses (medication, vouchers, releases,
clothing, tennies, boxers, toilet paper, soap,
toothpaste, toothbrushes, candy, paid help)
$4250.00
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Mother Antonia´s Mission is Alive (cont.)
The Vicar for the Religious for Tijuana, Franciscan
Father Juan Ignacio Muro, Sister Josefina Perez the
superior of the Sisters of Our Lady of Charity of the
Good Shepherd and I wrote recommendations to
the archbishop on how the process should go and
asking him to give me a letter of nomination. It was
understood that I would work with the Sisters of OLC of
the Good Shepherd as members of the Eudist family
to bring that process to completion. It took him four
months but on July 31, 2017 he did respond. He also
appointed Sister Viola Ramirez for a term of three
years as General Leader with instructions to form a
council and work with me at the organization of the
assembly to write the new statutes.
.
The Sisters of the Good Shepherd were most
cooperative. We got the help of highly competent
p e o p l e . F i r s t, a t S i s t e r M a r i e - F r a n ç o i s e
recommendation I contacted Sister Brigid Lawlor,
former superior general of the Good Shepherd. She is
a very busy woman who consults for the Vatican and
is always in flight around the world. She had three free
days and she flew to San Diego and spent two days in
Tijuana interviewing the sisters. For all the other sisters
she sent a questionnaire. She immediately produced
a report and made recommendations. She also
recommended another sister of the Good Shepherd,
Sister Janice Rushman as a facilitator for the
assembly. The Eudist Servants had been asked to
comment on the draft of the new statutes they had
received. The assembly took place in Tijuana March
15, 16 and 17, 2018. Under the expert guidance of
Sister Janice Rushman, the sisters unanimously voted
new statutes, made recommendations for a
formation program, criteria for candidates and for a
book of common practices. The General Council is
responsible to iron out the details on these last two
items from the recommendations made. The
atmosphere was great and a wonderful sense of
fraternity reigned. Sisters kept saying “I wish
everybody could have come to experience this.”
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Now what needs to be done?
1) The archbishop of Tijuana has to approve the
statutes which should not be a problem. 2) We need
to find a sister to be Directress of Formation and 3)
have her trained to assume the position. 4) Then we
can accept candidates. It may sound like a lot, but
not as much as it seems. 1) Sister San Juanita Jeffress
was asked to be the Directress of Formation and
accepted. 2) At the recommendation of Sister Brigid
Lawlor and with the support of the present Superior
General of the Good Shepherd, Sister Ellen Kelly
(spoke to her on Skype from Rome) the Sisters from the
Central Province of the Good Shepherd are ready to
train her. 3) She would spend some time at their
provincial house in Ohio and 4) then one of their
formation sisters would come to Tijuana for a few
months to guide her.
.

But there is one problem -- what is it ?

Money! All the Eudist Servants have to support
themselves. The Formation Directress would work for
the community, so the community would have to
assume her expenses. Sister San Juanita has a job by
which she supports herself. We need to find the
money to pay for her health insurance, her travels
and her personal expenses. Jesus said “Ask and you
shall receive” so we are asking.

That is all that is needed to go forward.
Can any of our friends assume part of
her expenses ?
We estimate it to be about $15,000 annually.
.
Meanwhile Mother's mission is going forward in
Tijuana except that there have been less funds to
share. Sister Viola will give you more information on
this. Mrs. Monique Walker has been invited to the
board and we are planning for the future two
fundraising events, as the Eudist Servants are running
on fumes by now.
.
.
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Father Howard´s Message

other Antonia´s Mission is Alive
On the occasion of my death, it is my heartfelt desire
that you will dedicate your time and talents to
reaching out to those arriving late to the vineyard, so
that His harvest may be truly great!”

I know that many of you have been wondering what
was happening with Mother Antonia's mission and
the Eudist Servants of the 11th Hour since she passed
away. It is always the case when a charismatic
founder passes away; their followers have to adjust to
continuing the mission without that powerful figure.
Mother was very preoccupied by that and she
extracted promises from a few of us that we would
not abandon her sisters and help them pursue their
mission as if she was still there.
.
I am one of those she had made promise to
continue assisting her sisters after she was gone. I had
helped her obtain the services of Sister MarieFrançoise LeBrizaut to write the first statutes for the
Eudist Servants and get the approval from the bishop
for her foundation. She had made me promise her
orally and then on October 23, 1995 she sent me a
hand written three page letter witnessed by her
daughter Kathleen. She was taking no chances. She
wrote: “Having read over your informative paper
(and most wonderful writing): “The Role and
Importance of St. John Eudes in the French School of
Spirituality,” I am more certain, even more sure, that
you are the one that Providence has chosen for the
heavenly task of bringing to fruition the Eudist Servant
of the 11th Hour.

I followed the growth of Eudist Servants after Mother's
death and informed Sister Marie-Françoise of what
was happening. Although we were pleased that
candidates were flocking in and there was much
enthusiasm, we felt there were some clear signs of
problems ahead. As members of religious institutes
that have lasted nearly four centuries we knew that to
survive, institutes have to constantly adapt. The
statutes of the Eudist Servants had become totally
inadequate to its present growth. They were written to
guide a few people in their mission in Tijuana and
now there were 25 spread around the USA and more
were coming. There were no provisions to elect a new
leader or council, their terms of office, their authority,
no clarification on the mission, no guidelines and
clear formation process. That was the equivalent of
leading an ever growing group into unknown territory
without a map or a compass.
.
I had Mother's mandate that I was “chosen by
Providence for the heavenly task of bringing to fruition
the Eudist Servants of the 11th Hour” but no legal
authority. With the support of Sister Marie-Françoise
and Sister Josefina Perez, superior of Casa Eudes, I
appealed to the archbishop of Tijuana. We asked
him to let the sisters make their vows on March 25,
2017 but not permit an election before proper
statutes were written. Archbishop Francisco Moreno
Barrón accepted our recommendation and said I
would be in charge of the process of renewing the
statutes. He asked Sister Judith Krantz to remain in
function until further notice. However, she had
already planned to return to Philadelphia at the end
of her term and did so, leaving Sister Maria del
Carmen in charge.
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